CommunityViz (CViz) in NH—Continuing the momentum

Potential Funding Sources:  Orton and NHGCC
 

Purpose:   Financial support for two initiatives to improve local and regional planning and land use decision-making:

1. UNHCSRC to provide support to municipalities and RPCs for learning and using CViz 

2. Jordan to facilitate CViz Learning Network for GIS/Planners 

 


Background:  Jordan and Orton have partnered for one year to build capacity among both regional planners and GIS specialists in the I-93 corridor to use CViz.  Interestingly, attendance over the course of the three workshops, in August and September 2005 and May 2006, has expanded beyond RPC’s and NHDES to include local planners from Londonderry, Deerfield, and Belmont, and NH Fish and Game.
The Need:  CViz tools are specifically designed to help communities and regional planners envision and quantify the trade-offs of alternate land use futures, at either the community or site scale.  While the time, technical, and financial resources of the RPC’s remains extremely constrained, the interest by both RPC staff and local planners in learning and using CViz has been very strong.  The need to build and maintain staff capacity at the RPC’s continues, while interest by local planners is growing.
The Work:  
· Complete one or more site level, municipal, and/or regional CViz alternate buildout/metrics pilots in concert with RPC’s and municipal officials 

· Assemble/co-author NH-based CViz case studies–in Londonderry, Greenland/Stratham, Belmont, etc.—describing how the project started, what staff expertise/time, data, software/hardware resources were required, how the project was funded, and how the results are being used 

· Develop and host set of web pages devoted to CViz, including the case studies described above, “tips” from other users, other particularly relevant documentation, etc. 

· Generate posters and other promotional materials to illustrate NH “success” stories 

· Host a bulletin board to facilitate communication among NH users 

· Generally function as a statewide technical support center by answering questions, connecting users w/similar issues, forwarding on queries we cannot answer, etc. 

The Cost:  $42,000/year for two years @ $30,000 for 25% time for UNHCSRC Jen Lingeman, 2 weeks for project management, computer support costs, miscellaneous costs for in-state travel, plotting supplies, etc., along with standard 31% UNH Facilities & Administrative overhead charge; and $12,000 for Jordan work with RPC’s and municipal/citizen planners .
Other:  If additional appropriate resources can be identified, we would like to extend the utility of the software by exploring linkages to other types of modeling environments (e.g. Bill Salas’ work).  We are thinking of other venues for these kinds of activities, including CICEET at UNH.   Also, we have recently learned of CViz interest in coastal Maine (Agamenticus to the Sea), and could explore the potential to support CViz learning there as well.
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