September 10, 2010

Bureau of Bridge Maintenance


This Bureau is responsible for the maintenance and repair of all state owned bridges.  Major tasks include emergency repairs due to accident or storm damage, replacing and widening sub-standard bridges, replacing sub-standard bridge rail systems, installing temporary bridges, preventative maintenance that extends the useful life of the bridge and rehabilitating covered bridges.  Additionally each year, this Bureau repairs several municipal and other agency owned bridges on a reimbursable basis.

Additional details of Bureau activities include:

· Maintains 2,129 state owned bridges (assists municipalities with their 1666 bridges).

· As of September 2010

· Red List Bridges
142 State
365 Municipal

· Near Red List

250 State
289 Municipal

· Green List
         1,694 State
958 Municipal

· Closed


  43 State
  54 Municipal

(“Closed” bridges are bridges that are not used by vehicular traffic. This includes: Historical by-pass bridges, Pedestrian bridges, Railroad bridges over State highways and bridges for other uses)

· Maintains and operates 5 lift bridges (Sarah Long, Retractable Span, Memorial, Hampton River and the Wentworth Bridge).

· Completes approximately 90 major bridge preservation / rehabilitation projects per year.

· Removed 9 bridges from the State Bridge Red List and 1 from the Municipal Bridge Red List. 

· Statewide preventative maintenance includes the washing of 805 bridges, and the oiling of 581 bridges.

· Maintains and repairs the 5 state owned covered bridges.

· Installs temporary bridges (there are 3 Bailey bridges in service, 3 others were removed this summer).

· FY 10 actual Bridge Maintenance expenditure were:

Org Code

3008:  $7,155,946
(Statewide Bridge Maintenance)

3011:  $   643,290
(Turnpike Bridge Maintenance)

5034:  $1,778,301
(Lift Bridge Operations)



           $9,577,537

Some of the more unusual projects this Bureau worked on during the course of the year (FY10) include:

·  The challenges of performing routine maintenance and repair on the state’s five movable structures have remained a growing challenge and have been met. (In 2009 the Memorial Bridge made 3698 lifts and the Sarah Long made 2724.)

·  Performed emergency repairs of the Sarah Long Bridge and the Memorial Bridge in Portsmouth to maintain their load postings.

· Took over responsibility of the lift bridge operations for the Hampton River Bridge and the Wentworth Lift Bridge from District #6.

· Rebuilt the Columbia Covered Bridge, repaired timber bents to the Bath Pettyboro Covered Bridge damaged by ice flows and repaired the Albany Dugway Road Covered Bridge.

· Responded to emergency repairs of the Salem I-93 SB over NH 38 fascia beam caused by over-height truck damage.

· Responded to emergency repairs of a cracked floor beam on Concord I-93 NB over the Merrimack River.

· Emergency response repairs to 2 flood damage structures.

· Redistricted our maintenance crews to locate a crew on the eastern side of the state to better cover the state.
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