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The lines between the towns in this state shall be 
perambulated, and the marks and bounds renewed, 

once in every seven years forever, by the selectmen of 
the towns, or by such persons as they shall in writing 

appoint for that purposeò
N.H. RSA 51:2
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IMPORTANCE OF MUNICIPALITIES

ñMunicipal Institutions constitute the strength of

free nations. Town meetings are to liberty what 

primary schools are to science; they bring it within

the peopleôs reach, they teach men how to use 

and how to enjoy it. A nation may establish a

free government, but without municipal

institutions, it cannot have the spirit of liberty.ò

Alexis De Tocqueville  (Democracy in America 1835)



IMPORTANCE OF MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARIES (1)

Greenville v Mason (57 N.H. 385) 1876

ñBut as to its (a townôs) territorial jurisdiction and
its established boundaries, it was created and its
limits defined for public purposes, as part of the
machinery of government, 

its principal functions being to assess and
collect public taxes, support common schools,
build and maintain highways, relieve paupers and
conduct elections. 



IMPORTANCE OF MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARIES (2)

é.In exercising jurisdiction in any of these

particulars the town acts as part of the

Sovereignty of the state, and its right to this

jurisdiction within its established territorial limits is

held é as an attribute of sovereignty under the

legislative power for public purposeséò

Greenville v Mason (57 N.H. 385) 1876 



IMPORTANCE OF MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARIES (3)

Â TAXATION

ÂSCHOOLS

ÂEMERGENCY RESPONSE

ÂPOLICING

ÂHIGWAYS

ÂVOTING

Âééé



SOME EXAMPLES OF MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARY PROBLEMS

Deering
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SOME 
EXAMPLES
OF MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARY 
PROBLEMS

Holderness, Sandwich,
Moultonborough, and
Center Harbor

Supposed to come to a point?



SOME EXAMPLES OF MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARY PROBLEMS

Â A recent (2002) N.H. Supreme Court case 
(Appeal of Meunier v. N.H. Board of Land and Tax Appeals, 147 N.H. 546) 

deals with a landowner disputing the Municipal

boundary as determined by the selectmen. 

The latter in apparent contradiction to the 
perambulation records and town charter lines and 
monumentséé.



Adjoining
Town Tax Map
Disagreements



Adjoining Town Tax Map
Disagreements

ÂCauses conflicts in the

Political Boundary Layer

Of the State Geographic 

Information System

(GRANIT) (from USGS maps)

ÂAnd the ability to 

Include Land Parcel

Information from towns.


