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The lines between the towns in this state shall be 
perambulated, and the marks and bounds renewed, 

once in every seven years forever, by the selectmen of 
the towns, or by such persons as they shall in writing 

appoint for that purpose”
N.H. RSA 51:2
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C- MAINTAINING BOUNDARIES/PERAMBULATION

2.  WHO ESTABLISHED MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES?

3.  WHY PERAMBULATIONS ARE NOT DONE?

4.  SCOPE AND MAGNITUDE OF THE TASK
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IMPORTANCE OF MUNICIPALITIES

“Municipal Institutions constitute the strength of

free nations. Town meetings are to liberty what 

primary schools are to science; they bring it within

the people’s reach, they teach men how to use 

and how to enjoy it. A nation may establish a

free government, but without municipal

institutions, it cannot have the spirit of liberty.”

Alexis De Tocqueville  (Democracy in America 1835)



IMPORTANCE OF MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARIES (1)

Greenville v Mason (57 N.H. 385) 1876

“But as to its (a town’s) territorial jurisdiction and

its established boundaries, it was created and its
limits defined for public purposes, as part of the
machinery of government, 

its principal functions being to assess and
collect public taxes, support common schools,
build and maintain highways, relieve paupers and
conduct elections. 



IMPORTANCE OF MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARIES (2)

….In exercising jurisdiction in any of these

particulars the town acts as part of the

Sovereignty of the state, and its right to this

jurisdiction within its established territorial limits is

held … as an attribute of sovereignty under the

legislative power for public purposes…”

Greenville v Mason (57 N.H. 385) 1876 



IMPORTANCE OF MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARIES (3)

 TAXATION

 SCHOOLS

 EMERGENCY RESPONSE

 POLICING

 HIGWAYS

 VOTING

 ………



SOME EXAMPLES OF MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARY PROBLEMS

Deering





SOME EXAMPLES
OF MUNICIPAL
BOUNDARY PROBLEMS





SOME 
EXAMPLES
OF MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARY 
PROBLEMS

Holderness, Sandwich,
Moultonborough, and
Center Harbor

Supposed to come to a point?



SOME EXAMPLES OF MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARY PROBLEMS

 A recent (2002) N.H. Supreme Court case 
(Appeal of Meunier v. N.H. Board of Land and Tax Appeals, 147 N.H. 546) 

deals with a landowner disputing the Municipal

boundary as determined by the selectmen. 

The latter in apparent contradiction to the 
perambulation records and town charter lines and 
monuments…….



Adjoining
Town Tax Map
Disagreements



Adjoining Town Tax Map
Disagreements

 Causes conflicts in the

Political Boundary Layer

Of the State Geographic 

Information System

(GRANIT) (from USGS maps)

 And the ability to 

Include Land Parcel

Information from towns.



SOME EXAMPLES OF MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARY PROBLEMS

 In North Stonington, Conn. a 
landowner’s house is found to be not 
only in a different town but in a 
different state!



THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING 
MUNICIPAL 

BOUNDARIES/PERAMBULATION (1)

Preamble and portion of the original perambulation statute,
Colonial Laws of Massachusetts, 1641

“Forasmuch as the bounds of towns, and the lands of

particular persons, are carefully to be maintained and not

without great danger to be removed by any, which

notwithstanding by deficiency and decay of marks, may at

unawares be done, whereby great jealousies of persons,

trouble in townes, and incumbrances in Courts do often

arise, which by our own care and means might be

prevented.



THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING 
MUNICIPAL 

BOUNDARIES/PERAMBULATION (2)

Preamble and portion of the original perambulation statute,
Colonial Laws of Massachusetts, 1641

It is therefore ordered by the court and the authority

thereof, that every town shall set out their bounds, within

twelve months after their bounds are granted: and that

when the bounds are once set out, once in three years,

three or more persons of a Town, appointed by the

selectmen, shall appoint with the adjacent Towns, to go to

the bounds betwixt their said Towns and renew their

marks”. (NH part of Mass 1641-1680)



Historical Changes in the 
Perambulation Requirement

 The next earliest requirement for perambulation 
created in the Province of New Hampshire was 
passed on May 2nd, 1719 .  

 It required “that the bounds of all townships 
within the Province shall be perambulated 
betwixt town and town, and marks renewed 
once in three years.”

 In 1791 (February 8th) (N.H. Laws, 1808, p. 
195) an act was passed which changed the 
requirement to every seven years forever.



The Current Legal Requirement
N.H. RSA 51:2

“The lines between the towns in this state 
shall be perambulated, and the marks and 
bounds renewed, once in every seven 
years forever, by the selectmen of the 
towns, or by such persons as they shall in 
writing appoint for that purpose”



THE IMPORTANCE OF 
PERAMBULATION

“It is always necessary in proving the boundaries called for in a charter,
or in a deed, or in any other document, to identify the monuments by
extrinsic testimony.

So long as the witnesses are alive who saw the monuments placed in
position and were present at the running of the lines, they can testify of
their own knowledge of those monuments; 

but when those original witnesses are dead, which usually happens in
no very long period of time, there is absolutely no means of identifying
the marks and bounds except by tradition, hearsay, or reputation, for I 
believe that in this connection these words are nearly synonymous.”

Justice Cushing in Greenville v Mason 1876 (57 N.H. 393)
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WHO ESTABLISHES MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARIES (1)

“The fixing of boundaries for municipal corporations

is a legislative function, and such legislative action is

not reviewable by courts, unless it is arbitrary,

unreasonable, or a violation of constitutional rights.”

56 Am Jur 2nd 28,



WHO ESTABLISHES MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARIES (2)

“Municipalities in the State of New Hampshire are 
divisions of the State, and they derive their 
authority from the legislature”. 

Dugas v. Town of Conway, 125 N.H. 175 (1984)



WHO ESTABLISHES MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARIES (3)

Per  Lisbon v. Lisbon Village District, 104 N.H. 255, 258 (1962) :

the traditional “plenary control by the Legislature over municipalities” included 
the power to create, modify, or divide them for the advancement of the 
public interest. 

“…the only elements of a particular municipality’s charter which are 
constitutionally insulated from legislative change, absent referendum, are 
those provisions concerned with the form of local government”.

Opinion of the Justices (Weirs Beach) 34 N.H. 711 (Decided Oct. 21,1991)



WHY PERAMBULATIONS ARE NOT 
DONE

 A “legal dinosaur”

 More “important” things to do

 Can’t afford it

 Regional Government issues critical, not local

 Don’t understand it

 Don’t know how to do it

 Selectmen think they have to do it themselves
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SCOPE AND MAGNITUDE
OF THE TASK (1)

Total number of towns, cities,

and unincorporated places

in New Hampshire: 259

13 Cities,

221 Towns

25 Unincorporated Places. 

(For unincorporated places, the County 
Commissioners assume the responsibility 
for performing the perambulation.) 



SCOPE AND MAGNITUDE
OF THE TASK (2)

Miles of Town Lines:

There are in the neighborhood of

7000 miles of town lines in the

state. 

But because most are common with

another town, there are 

approximately 4000 miles

of unique town lines. 

(3,760 miles according to the State GIS)



SCOPE AND MAGNITUDE
OF THE TASK (3)

Of the 4000 miles of town lines, some are adjacent to other

states or countries.

Some approximate lengths are:

Canada : 58 miles

Maine : 175 miles

Massachusetts : 100 miles

Vermont : 190 miles

Atlantic Ocean : 20 miles

Total 543 miles



SCOPE
AND 
MAGNITUDE
OF THE TASK (4)

Current

# of Nodes

In State

GIS

“GRANIT”:

515



SCOPE AND MAGNITUDE
OF THE TASK (5)

Number of Town Bounds:

Assuming an average of two bounds 
per mile

4000 miles x 2 Bounds per mile 
= 8000 Bounds

8,000 unique municipal

monuments in the State.



SCOPE AND MAGNITUDE
OF THE TASK (6)

No matter how you look at it,
when seen in its entirety; 

4000 miles of town lines 

and 8,000 monuments

needing to be searched for,
recovered, and reported on
every seven years is an
overwhelming task.
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BRIEF HISTORY OF 
“PERAMBULATION”

Perambulation: “The act or custom of 
walking over boundaries of a district or 
piece of land, either for the purpose of 
determining them or of preserving 
evidence of them.” 

Black’s Law Dictionary, 5th Edition



THE BIBLE SAYS

 Deuteronomy 

 19:14 “Thou shalt not remove thy neighbor’s 
landmarks”

 2:17 “Cursed be he that removeth his 
neighbor’s landmark”

 Proverbs 22:28 “Remove not the ancient 
landmarks, which thy fathers have set”



“Beating the Bounds”

In Britain a custom of “beating the bounds” has existed for

well over 2000 years.  

Its origins are thought to come from ritual celebrations by

many cultures across Europe and beyond. 

Before the Roman invasion, spring rituals, as part of  the

pagan festival of Beltane, involved using birch or willow

twigs known as rods or wands to ‘beat’ the bounds and ward

off the evil spirits or ghosts which they believed resided

there. These spirits would wreak havoc on anyone who

removed or tampered with them.



“Beating the Bounds” (ctd)

In Saxon times another interesting custom

would occur.  At the bounds and other

significant points (where the line would

cross a stream, for example) young boys

were ‘bumped’ with a spade or thrown into

the water so that they would remember

important locations along the boundary.





Historical Value of Perambulation

 It developed to allow societies that had no written 
records or maps a way to pass on to successive 
generations of the community the location and extent of 
their territory. 

 In addition, it was a legal “document” that asserted the 
rights of the ‘landowners’ and would define the extent of 
their territory.

 Limits were marked and memorialized during these 
regular ‘perambulations’.  Monuments would thus be able 
to be identified by extrinsic testimony in the future.
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PRESENTATION OUTLINE
6.  PERFORMING THE PERAMBULATION

STEP 1: GATHERING AND RESEARCHING 
INFORMATION ON THE TOWN LINE

STEP 2: FIELD INVESTIGATION OF THE TOWN 
LINES AND MONUMENTS

STEP 3: PERFORMING THE OFFICIAL PERAMBULATION

STEP 4: DOCUMENTING OF THE “RETURN” OF THE 
PERAMBULATION





STEP 1: 
GATHERING AND RESEARCHING 

INFORMATION ON THE TOWN LINE

 Original Grant or Charter

 Changes to the Original Lines

 Acts of the N.H. Legislature

 Court Cases Resolving Disputes in the Line

 Town Perambulation Records

 Collateral Information



RESEARCHING / GATHERING EVIDENCE
ORIGINAL GRANT / CHARTER

Sample Town 

Charter

Meredith, N.H. 



Jefferson, N.H. Charter



Dunbarton, N.H.
Original Charter (1748)(1752)



Dunbarton, N.H.
Original Division

1749



Dunbarton, N.H.



N.H. Town
Charters

N.H. State
Archives



RESEARCHING / GATHERING EVIDENCE

State Archives

Reading Room 



NH STATE PAPERS: TOWN 
CHARTERS



RESEARCHING /
GATHERING 
EVIDENCE

Sample Act of the

Legislature

Modifying 

Town Lines



RESEARCHING /
GATHERING 
EVIDENCE

INDEX TO 

Acts of the

Legislature



N.H. Session Laws



RESEARCHING / GATHERING EVIDENCE

Act Legalizing a new Town Bound



RESEARCHING /
GATHERING 
EVIDENCE

N.H. Supreme Court Cases



RESEARCHING / 
GATHERING 
EVIDENCE

COLLECTING PREVIOUS

PERAMBULATIONS

Sample Perambulation:

Chester - Raymond



RESEARCHING /
GATHERING 
EVIDENCE

COLLECTING PREVIOUS

PERAMBULATIONS

Sample Perambulation:

Warren - Wentworth



RESEARCHING
/ GATHERING 
EVIDENCE

COMPARING PREVIOUS

PERAMBULATIONS

Sample Perambulation

Course Tabulation



Town 
Records
at
State 
Archives



Sample Town Information at State Archives:

Lancaster



Town Records:
State Archives
Land Title 
Research



Town Records

Durham, N.H.



Town Records

Durham, 

N.H. Town Book:

1820



Town Records

Durham, 

N.H.

1830



STEP 1: 
GATHERING AND RESEARCHING 

INFORMATION ON THE TOWN LINE

 Original Grant or Charter

 Changes to the Original Lines

 Acts of the N.H. Legislature

 Court Cases Resolving Disputes in the Line

 Town Perambulation Records

 Collateral Information



RESEARCHING / GATHERING 
EVIDENCE

 Collateral Information
 Original and Revisions to Lotting Plan
 “1805” Town Maps (collected in Carrigain Map (1816)
 Historical and Current USGS Maps
 County Registry of Deeds Records
 Town Assessor Maps (for general info only)
 Town Histories and Historical Societies
 Other Historical Maps
 Blister Rust Maps
 Surveyor’s Records
 Road Layout Records



Dunbarton, N.H.
Original Division

1749

SAMPLE 

TOWN 

LOTTING 

PLAN



Catalog of Lotting
Plans



Philip Carrigain’s

Map of New Hampshire

(1816)

http://www.davidrumsey.com/index_old_new.html



Philip 
Carrigain 
Map



1805 Town
Plans



RESEARCHING / GATHERING EVIDENCE

1805 Town Map 

Hanover, N.H.



1805 plan of Jaffrey, N.H.



Comparison of Colonial Town 
Grants and Carrigain and USGS 

Maps

Done by Don Phipps,    LLS, Pembroke, N.H.



RESEARCHING / GATHERING EVIDENCE
Historical and Current USGS Maps

Sample :USGS Maps

1893 Lee, N.H. 

UNH LIBRARY Government

Documents Dept.

Historic USGS Maps of New England 
& NY

http://docs.unh.edu/nhtopos/nhtop

os.htm



RESEARCHING / GATHERING EVIDENCE
Historical and Current USGS Maps

Sample :USGS Maps

1919 Lee, N.H. 



RESEARCHING / GATHERING EVIDENCE
Historical and Current USGS Maps

Sample :USGS Maps

1972 Lee, N.H. 



RESEARCHING / GATHERING EVIDENCE

COUNRY REGISTRY OF DEEDS

SURVEY PLANS ALONG THE TOWN LINE



Town
Assessors 
Maps



Town
Assessors 
Maps

Landowners 

Along Town

Line



TOWN HISTORIES



Researching
Town
Histories
in
N.H.



Researching  Town Histories

 Town Historical Societies or Associations:

- A resource for documents

- A resource for information



Special Historical Maps at Archives:
FISK 1853 Map - Dublin, N.H.



1892 County 
Atlas Series
(Strafford)



1892 
County 
Atlas
(Lee)



1892 County Atlas



BLISTER RUST MAPS 
Status 1942               State Archives





BLISTER 
RUST 
MAP



SURVEYOR’S RECORDS For
1802 Survey of Lee



Surveyors’ 
Records



List of Surveyor’s Records at State 
Archives



TOWN
ROAD 
LAYOUT 
RECORDS



TOWN ROAD LAYOUTS



TOWN
ROAD 
LAYOUT 
RECORDS



SUMMARY  STEP 1: 
GATHERING AND RESEARCHING 

INFORMATION ON THE TOWN LINE

 Original Grant or Charter

 Changes to the Original Lines

 Acts of the N.H. Legislature

 Court Cases Resolving Disputes in the Line

 Town Perambulation Records

 Collateral Information



SUMMARY

 Collateral Information
 Original and Revisions to Lotting Plan
 “1805” Town Maps (collected in Carrigain Map (1816)
 Historical and Current USGS Maps
 County Registry of Deeds Records
 Town Assessor Maps (for general info only)
 Town Histories and Historical Societies
 Other Historical Maps
 Blister Rust Maps
 Surveyor’s Records
 Road Layout Records



PERFORMING THE 
PERAMBULATION

STEP 1: GATHERING AND RESEARCHING 
INFORMATION ON THE TOWN LINE

STEP 2: FIELD INVESTIGATION OF THE TOWN 
LINES AND MONUMENTS

STEP 3: PERFORMING THE OFFICIAL PERAMBULATION

STEP 4: DOCUMENTING OF THE “RETURN” OF THE 
PERAMBULATION



STEP 2: 
FIELD INVESTIGATION OF THE TOWN 

LINES AND MONUMENTS

 Notify Landowners
 Gather Maps and Air Photos

 GRANIT: Conservation Lands Viewer

 Assess Bound Numbering and Sequencing
 Course and Distance Tabulations
 Individual Enlarged Maps and Air Photos



Notify Landowners

Use Tax Maps

To get names

To notify



Notice to
Landowners



Gather Maps and Air Photos

GRANIT Conservation Land Viewer
http://www.granit.sr.unh.edu/

http://www.granit.sr.unh.edu/






















NH State Plane Coordinates (Feet)

Hover over point.
Read Coordinates
In Lower Left
(NHSPC ’83 Ft.)



Print 
a Map
or
Save an 
Image



Print out a map



Save an 
Image



HILLSHADING



HILLSHADING



STEP 2: FIELD INVESTIGATION OF THE TOWN 
LINES AND MONUMENTS (ctd)

Assess Bound Numbering and Sequencing

Using

FIPS
(Federal Information

Processing)

Codes
05045-5075_1

Keen-Roxbury

OR

COORDINATES
Ycoord.-Xcoord.



STEP 2: FIELD 
INVESTIGATION OF 
THE TOWN LINES 
AND MONUMENTS 
(ctd)

Course 
and Distance 
Tabulations



Produce Individual Enlarged Maps
and Air Photos for each Bound



Digital Data Available From GRANIT
Website  



Digital Data Available From GRANIT
Website



Digital Data Available From GRANIT
Website



Maptech Terrain Navigator ($99)

Marker



PERFORMING THE 
PERAMBULATION

STEP 1: GATHERING AND RESEARCHING 
INFORMATION ON THE TOWN LINE

STEP 2: FIELD INVESTIGATION OF THE TOWN 
LINES AND MONUMENTS

STEP 3: PERFORMING THE OFFICIAL PERAMBULATION

STEP 4: DOCUMENTING OF THE “RETURN” OF THE 
PERAMBULATION



STEP 3: 
PERFORMING THE OFFICIAL PERAMBULATION

 Who

 Equipment list

 Notifying Landowner Affected

 Field Procedures

 GPS Positioning
 Type of receiver

 Coordinate system (NAD 83: , or NHSPC)

 Guidelines for observations



STEP 3: 
PERFORMING THE OFFICIAL PERAMBULATION

WHO?
 “…by the selectmen of the towns, or by such 

persons as they shall in writing appoint for that 
purpose”
N.H. RSA 51:2

 “If the selectmen appoint others, the written 
appointment should include:

 a statement of the purpose of the appointment
 the specific duties delegated to those appointed
 the date of the writing
 and should be signed by the selectmen.

The N.H. Municipal Association in its Handbook for Local Officials (June 2001)



STEP 3: 
PERFORMING THE OFFICIAL PERAMBULATION

EQUIPMENT LIST:

 Metal detector
 Flagging/paint
 Chisel and hammer
 Brush clearing tool and Shovel 
 Compass
 Measuring tapes
 GPS receiver
 Camera
 Clip board and paper/ field book for location sketches



Town
Assessors 
Maps

Notify

Landowners 

Along Town

Line



STEP 3: 
PERFORMING THE OFFICIAL PERAMBULATION

FIELD PROCEDURES

 Pre-Planning for:
Start and stop points and times (vehicles)
Time needed, lunch breaks
Who is bringing what

 Walking the line / Renewing the marks
flagging, painting, photos, location sketches
types of and conditions of bounds
Bearings and Distances observed

 NEW MARKS ??
 Field Data Collection Form



Field Data Collection Form



STEP 3: 
PERFORMING THE OFFICIAL PERAMBULATION

 GPS POSITIONING:

 TYPE OF RECEIVER

 Recreation Grade : $200, +/- 30 feet

 Mapping Grade : $5,000, +/- 30 to ½ foot 

 Survey Grade : $15,000, +/- 1 to 0.1 foot

 COORDINATE SYSTEM 

 NAD 83: , OR NHSPC   (WGS 84)

 GUIDELINES FOR OBSERVATIONS

 Length of time

 Duplicate position

 If GPS signal blocked:



If Position is Obstructed



PERFORMING THE 
PERAMBULATION

STEP 1: GATHERING AND RESEARCHING 
INFORMATION ON THE TOWN LINE

STEP 2: FIELD INVESTIGATION OF THE TOWN 
LINES AND MONUMENTS

STEP 3: PERFORMING THE OFFICIAL PERAMBULATION

STEP 4: DOCUMENTING OR THE “RETURN” OF THE 
PERAMBULATION



STEP 4:
DOCUMENTING OR THE “RETURN” OF THE 

PERAMBULATION

 STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
 SOME ITEMS TO INCLUDE:
 DISTANCES AND DIRECTIONS
 PHOTOS
 POSITIONS OF MONUMENTS
 ACCESSORY INFORMATION

 HOW TO ACCESS, PARTICULAR PROBLEMS

 FILE COPY TO TOWN 
 FILE COPY TO STATE ARCHIVES (RECEIPT)

 NH GRANIT POSTING OF MONUMENT POSITIONS
 EXAMPLE OF A POSSIBLE RETURN FORMAT 



STEP 4:
DOCUMENTING OR THE “RETURN” OF THE 

PERAMBULATION

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS:

“A return of the perambulation shall be made, 
particularly describing the courses and distances 
and the marks and monuments of such line, 
which shall be signed by the selectmen or 
persons making the same, recorded in the 
respective town books and filed with the 
secretary of state” 

N.H. RSA 51:4



STEP 4:
DOCUMENTING OR THE “RETURN” OF THE 

PERAMBULATION

The objective of the “return” or report is to 
memorialize for the future both the fact 
that the perambulation has been done and 
the specific facts about that task.



STEP 4:
DOCUMENTING OR THE “RETURN” OF THE 

PERAMBULATION

Some possible items to include in the report are:
 Who in the neighboring town was notified and when
 Date of the perambulation and weather 
 When and where the perambulation started
 Who was in attendance and their official relation to the 

town, if any
 Detailed description of perambulation route
 Describe the courses (distances and directions) and 

monuments found, 
 The condition of the monuments and 
 New or renewed marks made on monuments and along 

the line
 Note monuments searched for and not found, not 

accessible, or destroyed.



STEP 4:
DOCUMENTING OR THE “RETURN” OF THE 

PERAMBULATION (ctd.)

 Photographs, from various perspective and ranges
 Location diagrams with measurements from the bound to two or three 

fixed objects (ties). This should have sufficient information to allow 
anyone to find their way back to the monument area and using the 
specific tie measurement relocate the point. 

 GPS coordinates obtained and how obtained: 
Geographic: (Latitude/Longitude), NAD 83 Datum
Model GPS unit used
Name and qualifications of person making GPS measurements
Number of observations, length of time observed

Positional accuracy reported in display
Any post-processed positions and accuracy 

 Any additional comments or observations
 Copies of pertinent document collected as part of the research
 Signatures of Selectmen or authorized person(s) on three original 

reports



STEP 4:
DOCUMENTING OR THE “RETURN” OF THE 

PERAMBULATION

FILE COPIES OF THE RETURN:

Record the report in each town 

with a note that the third original was 
delivered to the N.H. Secretary of State. 

It is recommended that this be done by giving 
the report to the State Archives. A receipt 
should be obtained from the State Archives 
and filed with the report.



STEP 4:
DOCUMENTING OR THE “RETURN” OF THE PERAMBULATION

NH GRANIT POSTING OF 
MONUMENT POSITIONS:
(Under Construction!)

NH GRANIT 

TOWN BOUNDARY

Monument 

Online Catalog

Opening Page



STEP 4:
DOCUMENTING OR THE “RETURN” OF THE PERAMBULATION

NH GRANIT 

TOWN BOUNDARY

Monument 

Online Catalog

Data

Collection Guidelines



STEP 4:
DOCUMENTING OR THE “RETURN” OF THE PERAMBULATION

NH GRANIT 

TOWN BOUNDARY

Monument 

Online Catalog

Sample Town 

Boundary Map



STEP 4:
DOCUMENTING OR THE “RETURN” OF THE PERAMBULATION

NH GRANIT 

TOWN BOUNDARY

Monument 

Online Catalog

Data Submission

Form #1/2



STEP 4:
DOCUMENTING OR THE “RETURN” OF THE PERAMBULATION

NH GRANIT 

TOWN BOUNDARY

Monument 

Online Catalog

Data Submission

Form #2/2



STEP 4:
DOCUMENTING OR THE “RETURN” OF THE PERAMBULATION

NH GRANIT 

TOWN BOUNDARY

Monument 

Online Catalog

Related Resources

Page



EXAMPLES OF
RETURNS OF 
PERAMBULATION

Nottingham
- Deerfield

2001



EXAMPLES OF
RETURNS OF 
PERAMBULATION

Nottingham
- Deerfield

2001



EXAMPLES OF
RETURNS OF 
PERAMBULATION

Nottingham
- Deerfield

2001

Bound #3



EXAMPLES OF RETURNS OF 
PERAMBULATIONS

Nottingham/Deerfield Bound #3



EXAMPLES OF 
RETURNS OF PERAMBULATIONS



Nottingham/
Deerfield:
Bound #4
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7.  POSSIBLE SOURCES OF 
ASSISTANCE

 Town Volunteers

 N.H. Licensed Land  Surveyors

 Hired as a Consultant

 Volunteer, Adopts a town  (NHLSA Committee)?)

 Regional Planning Commissions

 UNH Cooperative Extension

 NH DOT



UNH Cooperative Extension

 GIS for Community Decision Makers
(January-April 2004 – Manchester)

- Learning about natural resources management and planning

- Develop GIS skills using ArcView 3.x software and NH GRANIT data. 

- Also learn how to use a GPS to bring data into a GIS.

The class meets weekly on Monday evenings and includes two Saturdays.
A course brochure with additional details can be downloaded from: 
http://ceinfo.unh.edu/water/documents/GISDM04.pdf

For Additional Information contact:
Nancy Lambert 603-862-0107

http://ceinfo.unh.edu/water/documents/GISDM04.pdf
http://ceinfo.unh.edu/water/documents/GISDM04.pdf


8.  WRAP-UP / CONCLUSIONS

Most who have been involved in the official perambulation of 
their town report a sense of connection to history as well as 
to the current community and to future residents.  

In the perambulation process, one experiences a thrill upon 
uncovering 200 plus year old monuments – many with 
inscriptions on them placed by earlier perambulators. 

The team also uncovers other ancient evidence of habitation 
and experiences the forests and fields as they might have 
existed at the time of the earliest European settlers.



WRAP-UP / CONCLUSIONS

 An opportunity to research and investigate the history of 
your town 

 The challenge of searching for lost or obliterated 
monuments

 The satisfaction, after a difficult search, of finding a 
monument

 The opportunity to range far and wide across the “length 
and breadth” of your town

 Just being in the woods

 A sense of pride in knowing where your land is



WRAP-UP / CONCLUSIONS

 Knowing your community a little better

 A connection with the history of the place

 A sense of belonging to something larger than yourself

 Giving back something to your community

 Selectmen and citizens come and go but the municipality 
endures

 Compliance with the statute

 Performing and documenting the perambulation in the 
thorough way presented here will make it easier for future 
generations.



“Boundary maintenance is the 
mark of a civilized society”

North East 

Corner

of Lee, NH
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Map Detail – Salisbury, MA

 Close examination 
reveals named 
monuments at the 
corners of the line. 

 A sampling of them 
follows.

Major’s Rock



Major’s Rock
Now part of the  National High Accuracy Reference Network (HARN)

This tablet is a

masterful example

Of the stonecutter’s

art.

At the bottom of the

center well is a

Copper bolt marking the

Actual corner.

Mark Ward







Mass-NH Monuments
Mark Ward



Leslie

 Standing all alone in a 
field between Dracut, 
MA and Pelham, NH, 
Leslie seems to have 
led a peaceful life.

Mark Ward





WEBSITES OF INTEREST
WEBSITES FOR HISTORICAL RESOURCES

 N.H. STATE ARCHIVES  http://www.state.N.H..us/state/index.html
 TOWN HISTORIES (N.H. ALMANAC) http://www.state.N.H..us/N.H.info/
 RESEARCHING TOWNS http://www.state.N.H..us/N.H.info/guide.html
 OLD USGS MAPS AT UN.H. http://docs.uN.H..edu/N.H.topos/N.H.topos.htm
 NOTTINGHAM N.H. PERAMBULATION SITE
 http://www.mv.com/ipusers/nearl/nottingham-N.H./node27.html
 SPECIAL COLLECTIONS; UN.H. Library  http://www.izaak.uN.H..edu/
 N.H. STATE LIBRARY  http://www.state.N.H..us/N.H.sl/index.html
 N.H. HISTORICAL SOCIETY http://www.N.H.history.org/museum.html
 DEFINITION OF THE TERM “BEATING THE BOUNDS”
 http://70.1911encyclopedia.org/B/BO/BOUNDS_BEATING_THE.htm
 CANTON, MASS. HISTORICAL SOCIETY: HISTORY OF WALKING THE BOUNDS       

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Hills/1496/history/walking.htm
 CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST LEONARDS PARISH ENGLAND
 http://cholesbury.com/beatbounds.htm
 A VIEW and PERAMBULATION of the Boundaries of the FOREST, DALE and LORDSHIP of DANBY, in the 

North Riding of the County of York http://www.btinternet.com/~bryan.hoggarth/places/danby.htm

 MAINE RSA FOR THE PERAMBULATION OF THE MAINE-N.H. LINE
 http://janus.state.me.us/legis/statutes/23/title23sec1111.html
 VERMONT STATUTE FOR THE PERAMBULATION OF THE VERMONT-N.H. BOUNDARY
 http://www.leg.state.vt.us/statutes/fullchapter.cfm?Title=01&Chapter=015
 MASSACHUSETTS STATUTE FOR THE RENEWAL OF TOWN LINE MONUMENTS

http://www.wayland.ma.us/surveying/images/mgl.pdf
 TOWN OF WAYLAND, MASS. PERAMBULATION PHOTOS OF BOUNDS
 http://www.wayland.ma.us/surveying/
 EARLY SURVEYING IN AMERICA http://www.measuringamerica.com/gallery.php

http://www.state.nh.us/state/index.html
http://www.state.nh.us/nhinfo/
http://www.state.nh.us/nhinfo/guide.html
http://docs.unh.edu/nhtopos/nhtopos.htm
http://www.mv.com/ipusers/nearl/nottingham-nh/node27.html
http://www.izaak.unh.edu/
http://www.state.nh.us/nhsl/index.html
http://www.nhhistory.org/museum.html
http://70.1911encyclopedia.org/B/BO/BOUNDS_BEATING_THE.htm
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Hills/1496/history/walking.htm
http://cholesbury.com/beatbounds.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~bryan.hoggarth/places/danby.htm
http://janus.state.me.us/legis/statutes/23/title23sec1111.html
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/statutes/fullchapter.cfm?Title=01&Chapter=015
http://www.wayland.ma.us/surveying/images/mgl.pdf
http://www.wayland.ma.us/surveying/
http://www.measuringamerica.com/gallery.php

