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Description — NH Forest Soil Group

NH Forest Soil Groups (NHFSGs) consist of map units that are similar in their potential
for commercial forest products, their suitability for native tree growth, and their use
and management. Considered in grouping the map units are depth to bedrock, texture,
saturated hydraulic conductivity, available water capacity, drainage class, and slope.
The grouping applies only to soils in the State of New Hampshire.

The NHFSGs have been developed to help land users and managers in New Hampshire
evaluate the relative productivity of soils and to better understand patterns of plant
succession and how soil and site interactions influence management decisions. The
soils are assigned to one of five groups (IA, IB, IC, IIA, and IIB). Sewveral map units in
New Hampshire either vary so greatly or have such a limited potential for commercial
forest products that they have not been assigned to an NHFSG (NC). Examples of NC
map units are very poorly drained soils and scils at high elevations. The kinds of tree
species generally growing in climax stands in each of the five NHFSGs vary from county
to county. This information is available through local NRCS field offices.

IA—This group consists of very deep, loamy, moderately well drained or well drained
soils. Generally, these scils are more fertile than other scils and have the most
favorable soil moisture relationships.

IB—The soils in this group are generally sandy or loamy over sandy material and are
slightly less fertile than group IA soils. Group IB soils are moderately well drained or well
drained. Their soil moisture is adequate for good tree growth, but it may not be quite
as abundant as that in group IA soils.

IC—The soils in this aroun are in areas of cutwash sand and aravel. Thev are
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For More Information Contict:

Joe Homer
Assistant State Soil Scientist
joseph.homer@nh.usda.qov

603-788-3818 ext 101
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and
activities on the basis of-race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex,
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities,who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille,
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice
and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to. USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800)795-3272
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




