New Hampshire Resource Protection Partnership

Southeastern New Hampshire

Land Protection Priorities

E 1. Head’s Pond (Hooksett): Heads Pond, approximately 44 acres in size is part of a large wetlands complex stretching along Brown’s Brook from Rt. 3 south and west along the base of   steep slopes and hills on both sides for more than nearly two miles. It is in an area that has been extensively mined for sand and gravel. It has been designated a “prime wetland” by the town of Hooksett and it adjacent to Bear Brook State Park.  It is an important migratory bird stopover and the area contains some rare species. The area is also slated for a large development with a proposed golf course to be built around the Pond. 

E 2. Black Gum Swamp (Deerfield/Nottingham):  The Deerfield Black Gum Swamp Basins contain the largest population of Black Gum trees in the state according the “Black Gum (Nyssa sylvatica) Marshes in New Hampshire” report prepared by the NH Natural Heritage Inventory in April, 2000.  This is an A-ranked occurrence of this species which reaches its northernmost range in New Hampshire and southwestern Maine.  Black Gum trees are apparently the longest living deciduous tree in North America, and some trees in the Deerfield Black Gum Swamp Basins exceed 500 years in age.  There are approximately 8 known basins in this area of Deerfield totaling approximately 15 acres.  However, additional fieldwork will likely find more basins in this area.  Threats to these basins include indiscriminate removal of the trees, hydrologic changes, and residential development.  There is approximately 390 acres of protected land that includes some of the basins and upland buffer to the basins, with an additional 670 acres of land that is not in conservation status.

E 3. Pleasant Lake Watershed/Nottingham Mountain (Deerfield): This target area consists of properties located near the corners of Deerfield, Allenstown and Epsom.  The area is best defined as lands west of Old Centre Road and north of Mt Delight Road.  It incorporates the lands southeast of Nottingham Mountain which at 1,340 feet is the highest elevation in Rockingham County.  Other significant protected lands in this large unfragemented block include Deerfield and Epsom Town Forests and NH Fish and Game property.  This landscape includes several black gum swamps, the upper watershed Hartford Brooks and Mud Pond which is a bog that is partially owned by Deerfield.

E 4. Cilley Road (Raymond): This is a large unfragemented block of land that ties in with the southern boundary of Pawtuckaway State Park.  It incorporates a number of parcels of protected lands which include privately owned easement protected parcels and the 360 acre Lillian Cassier Memorial Forest in Raymond.  The block is bounded by Route 107 to the west, the state park to the north, Mountain Road to the east and Route 27 to the south. This are is riddled with beaver flowages and extensive wetlands that are a favorite haunt of duck hunters. There have been well documented sightings of bobcat in this area in the past two years which may be the most southeasterly location of the species in the state.

E 5. Blanding’s turtle sites (Candia, Raymond) 2 maps: in the eastern part of Candia is a wetland along a stream that flows into the Lamprey River. An adult male turtle was found in the wetland along this stream just east of Depot Rd. and south of Langford Rd., on the Candia/Raymond town line. This stream channel flows eastward from Abe Emerson Marsh in southeast Candia toward Onway Lake in Raymond.  Several Blanding’s turtles, both young and adults, have been reported from Merrill Rd. in western Candia, just south of Bear Brook State Park, at the headwaters of a stream flowing east toward North Branch River, another tributary of the Lamprey River. Another report of a Blanding’s turtle was from Podunk Rd., at the southern border of Bear Brook State Park, just about 1.5 miles north of the Merrill Rd. site.

E 6. Old Mill Pond/ North Road (Candia):  The North Road site includes two of the oldest mill sites in Candia and a significant component of the stream course and watershed for this unnamed tributary of the North Branch River.  The area is south of New Boston Road, extends across North Road toward Route 27 and eastward from Fogarty Road a Class VI town road.  This stream channel has been greatly affected by beaver activity in the last twenty years such that it is now a series of active or inactive flowages with extensive acreage of beaver impacted wetlands.   None of this block is protected at this time.  This landscape also includes significant farmlands and a number of well managed woodlands (Tree Farms).

E 7. The North Branch (Deerfield, Candia): area is directly north and nearly contiguous with the North Road area described previously.  This is one of the largest tributaries of the Lamprey River.  This block extends from Currier Road in Candia south to New Boston Road, along the west side of Route 43 and northward almost to Middle Road in Deerfield.  The North Branch drainage and associated wetlands is the most significant aspect of this block.  This block has one parcel of town owned land (Candia) but no other protected lands.  Just north of the New Boston Road is one of the largest untapped groundwater resource in this corner of Rockingham County.

E 8. Bear Brook East (Candia):  This area contains numerous wetlands in and around Kinnicum Pond and the Moose meadow Brook drainage flowing eventually into Massabesic Lake, Manchester's water supply. Furthermore, protection of this area would help to build a link between two large adjacent, protected land areas,  Bear Brook State Park, and lands owned by Manchester Water Works. 

E 9.  Manchester Water Works (Auburn, Manchester): The Water Works owns approximately 8,500 acres in Candia, Hooksett, Manchester and Auburn.  The land was put together in the early twentieth century to provide watershed protection for Lake Massabesic which provides water to Manchester and Derry.  The size of this ownership and its proximity to the highest population centers in New Hampshire make it truly an outstanding natural resource area.  Properties were purchased with watershed protection in mind so that many of the first order streams that feed Lake Massabesic are nearly entirely owned by the Water Works.  The land is used extensively for outdoor recreation and the forest lands of the Water Works are outstanding examples of long term sustainable forest management. While assumed to be protected lands, no permanent conservation restriction is in place.

E 10. Tri-town Special (Chester, Auburn, Derry): The large site is located in the southwest part of Chester, and extends into southeast Auburn and the very northern edge of Derry. The block is mostly wooded with a large collection of wetlands, streams, ponds, and potential vernal pools.   Some of the area is already protected and there would be substantial long-term benefit if these areas could be linked together. This area is also part of a larger series of protected lands that generally stretch up to Lake Massabesic and Bear Brook State Park.


E 11. Chester Town Forest (Chester, Raymond):  The Chester Town Forest Block is one of the largest undeveloped blocks left in close proximity to Route 93.  It Extends from Route 102 in the east northward to Lane Road, west along Lane Road, north to incorporate the Norton Ponds area and west to Candia Road.  Protected lands in this block include the Chester Town Forest properties and the privately owned Muriel Church properties which are protected by conservation easement.  This is an interesting geologic landscape  with an unusually high proportion of wetlands.  Streams draining to the north combine in Raymond at the Norton Ponds and its associated wetlands complex.  Streams to the south flow into North Pond, which has an outstanding Atlantic white cedar swamp on its edge


E 12. Rock Rimmon (Danville): The Rock Rimmon tract extends from the west side of Long Pond Road north along Rock Rimmon Road to Rock Rimmon State Forest on the eastern. This tract includes the eastern shore of Long Pond and some of the uppermost portions of the Powwow River watershed.  Also included in this area are one of the oldest continuous functioning water powered sawmills in the state and some outstanding forest lands.

E 13. Beaver Brook (Londonderry,Windham):  This area contains high quality riparian habitat along both sides of Beaver Brook, where brook floater mussels and wood turtles have been found, uplands adjoining two other protected areas, highly productive woodlands for forest management, cultural/historic features, and lands contributing to two nearby wells serving as public drinking water supplies (Source Water Protection Areas). 

E 14. Cedar Swamp (Manchester): The Manchester Cedar Swamp complex is one of the highest quality examples in New Hampshire of the globally rare Atlantic White Cedar Swamp community type.  In addition, it is only one of four Atlantic White Cedar (AWC) Swamps in New Hampshire that is over 40 acres in size.  Adding to its uniqueness is the fact that Manchester Cedar Swamp is the only known AWC Swamp in northern New England to have both Giant Rhododendron and Black Gum trees associated with it.  Some of the trees in the complex have been found to be over 450 years old.  In addition to the AWC Swamp the surrounding landscape include several vernal pools and high-quality Black Spruce wetlands.  Threats to this AWC Swamp include indiscriminate removal of the trees, hydrologic changes, and residential development.  Residential development is the greatest threat, with a 500 dwelling unit development proposed along the fringe and encroaching into the AWC watershed.  So far 350 acres of the AWC swamp and surrounding uplands have been protected; however another approximately 400 acres of swamp and surrounding watershed that are not in conservation status.

E 15. Gumpas Pond (Pelham): The Gumpas Pond block lies along the Hudson/Pelham border, incorporates all of the undeveloped southern shoreline of the pond, extends southward toward Sherburne Road and westward toward Gowing Road.  This is the largest undeveloped block of land within these two towns and possibly the largest block of land this close to Route 93 and the Massachusetts border.  It encompasses four small unnamed ponds and directly links with the Musquash Conservation Area and New England Forestry Foundation lands which lie just north of this block in Hudson.

E 16. Southeast Lands (Windham, Pelham): The southeast lands area extends roughly from Route 93 east to Brookdale Road in Salem, south toward Route 38 in Pelham and west toward Marblehead Road.  It encompasses most of Spears Hill Road which is now little more than a trail.  Extensive portions of this landscape are wetlands that have been greatly impacted by beaver activity in the last twenty years.  One of the larger wetlands has an interesting and unusual mixture of tamarack, spruce and black gum.  There is one small Windham owned parcel in this block.

E 17. Floodplain (Concord): silver maple forest located on the east side of the Merrimack River and west of I-93, in the area south of Sewell’s Falls.  Habitat in the Locke Rd. Area is mixed agricultural fields and floodplain forest.  Forests provide habitat for breeding birds and many species of reptiles and amphibians, including wood turtles and leopard frogs.  This stretch of river also remains open, and provides important hunting grounds for wintering bald eagles. Floodplain forest are a rare natural community in New Hampshire. Protecting the remaining areas of floodplain forest along major rivers is critical.

E 18. Ballard Pond (Derry):  This waterbody is fed by large wetlands to the southwest, and flows out via Taylor Brook, which runs eastward into Island Pond.   Ballard Pond and its associated marsh support Blanding’s turtles, as well as several species of breeding and migrating birds, including pied-billed grebe, least bittern, great egret, osprey, northern harrier, red-shouldered hawk, Virginia rail, sedge wrens, and rusty blackbirds.  Only a small section of the shoreline is protected by the Ballard State Forest.

E 19. Exeter River flowage (Chester, Raymond) 2 maps: Several wetlands and waterbodies in the study area lie within the Exeter River watershed, especially in the eastern regions of Raymond, Chester, and Sandown.


E 20.  Scobie Pond (Londonderry, Derry): This area contains a large block of relatively undeveloped upland, with various wetlands throughout and including Scobie Pond. Highly productive forestlands, diverse wildlife habitat and land contributing to public water supplies are the key natural resource features characterizing this area.
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